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é} Bootstrap Russian
“* The verb 'to be'

The Russian verb 'to be' ('is', 'are' etc.) does not appear in the present tense.

- So in Russian we say 'Sergei here' when we mean 'Sergei is here'. But only in the
present tense.

In phrases like 'A is B', when both A and B are nouns, a dash '—' is used in place of the
verb 'to be'.

Note that Russian has no concept of articles like [a] and [the]. They are implied from
context.

EXAMPLES:

Cepreii 371€eCh.
Sergei is here.
¢~ The present tense verb 'to be' [is] is implied

3aech means 'here'.

Yabana Tam.
Ulyana is there.
Q- The present tense verb 'to be' [is] is implied

TaMm means 'there' or 'over there'.

Bot OJbra.
Here is Olga.
1o~ The present tense verb 'to be' [is] is implied

BOT means 'here is' - like the French 'voila'

JlomMm Tam.
[The] house is there.

JoM means 'house' or 'home'

Q- Here the article [the] is inferred from the context
HBaH goma.

Ivan is at home.

JaoMa means 'at home' from the word mom

1 Bookstrap



TOPIC 1 ¢+ The verb 'to be'

TarpaHa — ;KeHIIMHA.
Tatiana is [a] woman.
Q- Note the use of a dash '—' when using 'to be' with two nouns (and no pronoun)

- Here the article [a] is inferred from the context

& JKeHIMHAa means 'woman'

Bukrop — my:K4yuHa.
Victor is [a] man.
- Note the use of a dash '—' when using 'to be' with two nouns (and no pronoun)

- Here the article [a] is inferred from the context

& My:KYMHA means 'man'

TarpsaHa — npodeccop.
Tatiana is [a] professor.
O Note the use of a dash '—' when using 'to be' with two nouns (and no pronoun)

& mpogeccop means '(university) professor'
Bukrop — BoauTeJIb.

Victor is [a] driver.
- Note the use of a dash '—' when using 'to be' with two nouns (and no pronoun)

& BoaMTE b means 'driver’

. o
U
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5 TOPIC 2
“* Personal pronouns

The Russian personal pronouns are: f (I), TBI (you, singular), oH (he), oHa (she), MBI
(we), BBI (you, plural), oHH (they).

- The pronoun used for the singular 'you' depends on formality. This is explained in the
next topic.

EXAMPLES:

On Cepreii.
He is Sergei.

Omna OJbra.
She is Olga.

A pycckuii.
I am Russian (male).

pycckui (masculine adjective) means 'Russian’'.
Ona pycckasn.
She is Russian (female).

cckad (feminine adjective) means 'Russian’.
J

OHa 31€ech.
She is here.

OH TaMm.
He is (over) there.

OHu noma.
They are at home.

Bs1 noma.
You (plural) are at home.

3 Bookstrap



TOPIC 2 «+ Personal pronouns

A yunreisb.
I am [a/the] teacher.

& y4dwuTeJb means 'teacher’

203 The article could be [a] or [the] - inferred from the context.

MbpbI 31€CH.
We are here.

Ona npodeccop.
She is [a/the] professor.

Q- Note that despite both subject and object being nouns, if the subject is a pronoun we
do not use a dash '—' in the place of the verb 'to be'

Q- The article could be [a] or [the] - inferred from the context.

OH BOIUTEIb.
He is [a/the] driver.

- Note that despite both subject and object being nouns, if the subject is a pronoun we
~ do not use a dash '—' in the place of the verb 'to be'

O The article could be [a] or [the] - inferred from the context.

7
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5 TOPIC 3

% 370 : this, that, it

The word 3TO means 'this', 'it' or 'that'.
It can refer to people, animals, objects and concepts.
It does not depend on gender or number.

In these examples (as usual) the verb 'to be' is absent in the present tense.

EXAMPLES:

IT1o 2!
It's me!

Jto UUBaH.
That is Ivan.

JTO yuurTeJb.
This is [a/the] teacher.

IJTO BOAUTEIb.
This is [a/the] driver.

ITO KOT.
This is a (male) cat.

KOT means 'male cat’

AT0 A6JI0KO.
It is [an/the] apple.

A0I0K0 means 'apple’

JTo mMy3eu.
It is [a/the] museum.

My3eHl means 'museum’

ITO TOM.
That is [a/the] house.

aoM means 'house' or home'

Bookstrap



TOPIC 3 <+ O70 : this, that, it

ITO 3/1€eCh.
It is here.

JTO MOHATHO.
This is clear. / That is understandable.

& MoHATHO means understandable’, 'obvious', or 'clear'.
JTO BEepHO.

This is true.

& BepHO means 'true’ or 'correct’

Russian Grammar
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2 TOPIC &
< Simple negation

Negation (making a negative statement with 'not") in Russian is straightforward:
- Simply place the negative particle He before the word you want to negate.

He- can also be attached to words as a prefix to invert the meaning - like 'un' in English.

EXAMPLES:

A He yuureJb.
I am not a/the teacher.

Omna He OJbra.
She is not Olga.

ITO He KOIIIKa, 3TO co0aKa.
It's not a cat, it's a dog.
KoOIIIKa means 'female cat'

cob6aka means 'dog’

1o He npodeccop.
This is not the professor.

OH He peGEHOK.
He is not a child.

peoénok means 'child’

Ona He akTpHCa.
She is not an actress.

A emé He TaM.
I am not there yet.

enré means 'yet' or 'still'.
OHHu He Bcerja 371ech.
They are not always here.

Bcerza means 'always'.

7 Bookstrap



TOPIC 4 ++ Simple negation

MbpbI1 He ToMa.
We are not at home.

ITO HENIOHATHO.

That is incomprehensible.
- He (un) + MOHATHO (clear) = HEMOHATHO
& HeIOHATHO means 'incomprehensible’ or 'not understandable’

IJTO HEBEPHO.
That is incorrect.
Q- He (un) + BEpHO (true) = HEBEPHO

& HEeBEepHO means untrue' or 'incorrect’

D)
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& TOPICS
* Asking and answering questions

Russian uses both a raising intonation and word order to formulate questions.

And answer using ga (yes) and HeT (no).

EXAMPLES:

OJbra pycckasn?
Is Olga Russian (female)?

pycckas (feminine adjective) means 'Russian’

> No dash is required when a noun is used in combination with an adjective.

Hda, OJsbra pycckas.
Yes, Olga is Russian (female).

Jxa means 'yes' - the opposite of HeT.

J1o He IBaH?
Isn't that Ivan?

Hert, 510 He 1BaH.
No, it's not Ivan.

HeT means 'no' - the opposite of za.

OH He pycckuii?
Is he not Russian (male)?

Her, oH pycckuii.
No, he is Russian (male).

O- Note the negative response to a negative question.

I'ne Tana?
Where is Tanya?

rae means 'where'.

Tana ram?
Is Tanya there?

Bookstrap



TOPIC 5 «+ Asking and answering questions
Hert, ona He Tam. OHAa 3/71€Ch.
No, she is not there. She is here.

I'ne BbI1?
Where are you (plural)?

IT10 codaka?
Is that a dog?

Jla, 3TO cobGaka.
Yes, that is a dog.

ITouemy THI HE 31€CH?

Why aren't you (informal) here?

nodyemy means ‘why'.

Russian Grammar

10



é} Bootstrap Russian
= TOPIC 6
<* Formality in Russian: Bbl and Tbl

The Russian word for 'you' (the second person pronoun) depends on who is talking and
who is being addressed.

e BbI is used when addressing someone formally or politely.
e ThI is used when talking to friends and family.
Grammatically BBI behaves just like the second person plural ('you guys', 'va'll').

So when first using it imagine you are talking to two people.

EXAMPLES:

ThI yueHuK?
Are you (informal) a student?
- Tl is the informal 'you'

y4eHHUK means 'student’

Thl y2ke 37ech?
Are you (informal) here yet?
- ThI is the informal 'you'

yake means 'yet' or 'already’.

Bs1 npogeccop?
Are you (formal) a/the professor?

‘- BblI is the formal 'you'.

BbI pycckuii?
Are you (formal) Russian (male)?
- BbI is the formal 'you'

1 pycckuH is the male adjective for 'Russian'.

Koraa Bb1 zoma?
When are you (formal) at home?
1)+ BbI is the formal 'you'

Korzaa means 'when'.

11 Bookstrap



TOPIC 6 «* Formality in Russian: Bbl and Tbl

BnI Bcerga gjoma.
You (formal) are always at home.

- BbI is the formal 'you'

& Bceraa means 'always'.

ITouemy ThBI 38€CH?
Why are you (informal) here?
Q- THI is the informal 'you'

& mouemy means 'why'.

Bbl nuHorga ram?
Are you (formal) sometimes there?

- BBL is the formal 'you'

& HMHOIAA means 'sometimes’.

BbI yacro tam?
Are you (formal) often there?

& BBl is the formal 'you'

& 4acro means 'often’.

Russian Grammar
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5 TOPIC 7

** Who and what - kto and 4to

The interrogative particles 'who' and 'what' are defined somewhat differently in Russian.

e KTO means 'who' or 'what'.

- KTO refers to all animate things - not just people but also animals and creatures.

e YTO means 'what'.

- at0 should refer only to inanimate objects or concepts.

EXAMPLES:

13

Yrto 3710?
What is this?

Meaning 'What is this inanimate object?"

Yrto 310? JTO YalIKa.
What is this? This is a cup.

yamnrka means 'cup'

K10 310?
Who/what is it?

Meaning 'What is this animate thing?’

K10 3T10? 9TO MypaBeii.
Who/what is it? It is an ant.

Here 'KTO' refers to the insect.

Kt0 3T10? 31O THTP! OCTOPOKHO!
Who/what is that? It is a tiger! Be careful!

Here 'KTO' refers to the tiger.

THUTIP means 'tiger'

KT0 310? 1O 4.
Who is it? It is me.

Bookstrap



TOPIC 7 «* Who and what - kto and uTo

Kto on?
Who/what is he/it?
1)+ Recall that in Russian pronouns can refer to objects - though the genders must agree.

Kto oa? Ou 1UBaH.
Who is he? He is Ivan.

Yrto 310 TaKoe?

What is this?

- A very common extension of Yrto 310? The word Takoe adds a little bit more
curiosity to the question

& TakoM means 'such’ or 'suchlike’

Yro Takoe JJamMma?
What is 'mammna'?
- A common way to ask what a word means.

YTo 310 3a 3BEph?

What is that animal? / What kind of animal is that?

)- 4TO TO 3a is a common way to ask what something is. uTo 3a translates to 'what
~ kind'

& 3Bepb means 'animal’

YTo 310 3a KJII0Y?
What is the key (for)?
) UTO 3TO 3a is a common way to ask what something is. uT0 3a translates to 'what

kind'
& K104 means 'key’'

YTo 3T0 32 mapeHb?
Who is that guy?
) UTO 3TO 3a is a common way to ask what something is. uT0 3a translates to 'what

kind'
& mapeHsb means 'guy’ or 'boy’

Yo 3a epyHzaa!l
What nonsense!

L%

Russian Grammar
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% TOPIC 8

<* Gender and adjectives

All Russian nouns (things) have a gender.

Russian has 3 genders: masculine, feminine, and neuter.

e Most masculine nouns end in a consonant, «-H» or the soft sign «-b»

e Most feminine nouns end in «-a» or «-fi». And occasionally with the soft sign «-b».
e Most neuter nouns end in «-0» or «-e».

The form of the adjective must agree the gender of the noun it modifies.

e Typically a masculine adjective ends in «-bIH» or «-OH»

e Typically a feminine adjective ends in «-as»

e Typically a neuter adjective ends in «-0e»

EXAMPLES:

15

HoBblIi1 yuuresb.
A new teacher (male).

- y4uTeJb is masculine

> HOBBIM = HOBBII1 (masculine)

BouJbIiioi gom.
A big house.

- AOM is masculine

- 60MBIIOM = GoBIION (masculine)

Crapas yuuTe/IbHUIIA.
An old teacher (female).

- yuuTeabHHUIIA is feminine

¢ cTapslii = crapa (feminine)

KpacHoe a6/10K0.
A red apple.

- A0JOKO is neuter

> KpaCHBIH = KpacHoe (neuter)

Bookstrap



TOPIC 8 «+ Gender and adjectives

HNHTEpecHbIN My3€ei.
An interesting museum.

- My3eM is masculine

¢ HHTEPEeCHbIH = MHTepecHbIN (masculine)

ITepBbIii peOEHOK.
The first child (male).

1 pe0€HoK is masculine

(- mepBbIM = NMepBbIi (masculine)

HN3BecTHBIN aKTEP.

A famous actor (male).

- akrep is masculine

{): MI3BECTHBIU = U3BECTHBIN (masculine)
& aKTep means 'actor'

N3BecTHaa akTpuca.
A famous actress.

- aKkTpuca is feminine
(- M3BECTHBIN = u3BecTHaA (feminine)
& aKTpHca means 'actress’

3akpsITan ABepb.
Closed door.

- ABEPs is feminine

- 3aKPBITHIHA = 3aKpbITasd (feminine)

& ABepsb (fem.) means 'door’

L

OTKpBbITOE OKHO.

An open window.

- OKHO is neuter

Q- OTKPBITHIN = OTKPBITOE (neuter)
& OKHO means 'window'

Russian Grammar
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TOPIC 8 <+ Gender and adjectives

17

IlepBbIii cHer.

The first snow.

- cHer is masculine

) TePBbIi = MepBbIi (masculine)

& CHer means 'snow’

IIepBas 11000Bb.

The first love.

- 1I0060BB is feminine

¥y TMepBbIi = mepBad (feminine)

& 11000Bb means 'love'

BeJsoe obGiako.

A white cloud.

- 00JIaKO is neuter

1) GesbIii = Gemoe (neuter)

& 00saK0 means 'cloud’

KpacuBasa quauns.
A beautiful lily.
Q- /M is feminine

> KpacHUBBIH = Kpacusasd (feminine)

ITonmysasapHoe kade.
A popular café.

- kade is neuter

- MOMYJIAPHBII = NOMyJIApHOe (neuter)

Pa3Be 3TO He KpacuUBbINA JOM?
Isn't that a beautiful house?

- AOM is masculine

- KPACHBBIHA => KPACUBBIH (masculine)

& PpasBe means 'isn't it'

Ona kpacuBad JeBylIKa.
She is a beautiful girl.

- AeBymIKa is feminine

- KpacuBBIN = KpacuBas (feminine)
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JTO KpacuBoe IjiarThbe.
That is a beautiful dress.

- IJIaThbe is neuter

- KpAaCHUBBIN = Kpacusoe (neuter)

JTO KpacuBaid JeBylIKa.
This is a beautiful girl.

O AeBylIKa is feminine

¢ KpacuBBIN = KpacuBad (feminine)

ATO CWIBHBIN MyKUYUHA.
This is a strong man.

- My:K4YHHa is masculine

e

o\

- CWIBHBIUM = CHJIBHBIN (masculine)

MoJ100H YeJI0OBEK TaM.
The young man is there.

(> 4eJIOBEK is masculine

¢ MOJIOAOM = MOJIO0M (masculine)

4.

° o
L%
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é} Bootstrap Russian
= TOPICY
<* The conjunctions u, Ho and a

Conjunctions are words that link objects or clauses within a sentence.
e The conjunction ¥ means 'and’

e The conjunction HO means 'but’ or 'however' and marks a contradiction to
expectations.

e The conjunction a also means but' but simply adds, compares/contrasts, or asks for
new information.

- It is common to begin a question with a.

EXAMPLES:

OH cocen u apyr.

He is a neighbour and a friend.

¢- New information but no contrast intended
cocea means 'neighbour'

apyr means 'friend’

OHa cTyIeHTKa M yUYUuTeJIb.
She is a student and a teacher.

- New information but no contrast intended.

Bepa 3xech, u Tansa Toxke 371€eCh.
Vera is here and Tanya is also here.

¢ New information but no contrast intended.

Bb1 ppanys, u oHu PpaHILy3bl.
You (formal) are French, and they are French.

0~ New information but no contrast intended.
OHa akTpHCca, HO HE U3BE€CTHAaA aKTpHCAa.

She is an actress but not a famous actress.

¢ Contrary to expectations.
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TOPIC 9 «+ The conjunctions un, Ho and a

JloM GOJIBIIIO¥, HO IBEPHh MaIeHbKasd.
It's a big house but the door is small.

O Contrary to expectations.

MammuHa crapas, HO XOpoIias.
The car is old, but good.

- Contrary to expectations.

ITO A0M, a He IIKOoJIA.
This is a house, not a school.

- New infromation with some contrast.

OH 31€ech, a OHA TaM.
He is here but/and she is there.

- New infromation with some contrast.

OHa cTyAeHTKa a OH yYUuTeJb.
She is a student but/and he is a teacher.

- New infromation with some contrast.

10 He A0JI0KO0, a rpyIIa.
That is not an apple, but a pear.

- New infromation with some contrast.

A BoguTtesb. A BbI?
I am a driver. And you (formal)?

o Asking for new infromation and suggesting contrast.

L%
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2 TOPIC 10

** Plurals

Rules for forming plurals depend on the gender.
e Masculine:

- ends with a consonant, add «-bI»

- ends with «-#» or «-b», replace with «-m»

e Feminine:

- ends with «-a», replace with «-bI»

- ends with «-fI» or «-b», replace with «-m»

e Neuter:

- ends with «-0», replace with «-a»

- ends with «-e», replace with «-s1»

There are lots of exceptions and irregular plurals - these are covered in the next topic.

EXAMPLES:

ITO NTHUIIHI.
These are birds.

¢ mTana (fem.) = OTULBI : «-a» —> «-bI»

JTO KOPOBBI.

These are cows.

¢ kKopoBa (fem.) = KOPOBBI : «-a» — «-bI»

OH cTyAeHT, U MbI TOKE CTY/I€HTbI.

He is a student, and we are also students

(- CTyAeHT (masc.) = CTyeHThI : consonant ending — add «-b1»

Bor CTOJI, a TaM CTOJIbI.

There is a table here, and there are tables there.
¢+ €T0JI (masc.) = €T0JIbI : consonant ending — add «-bI1»
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TOPIC 10 <+ Plurals

TeaTp paaom, a My3eH JaIEKO.
The theatre is close by, but the museums are far away.
- My3eH (masc.) = My3€H : «-H» —> «-H»

pAaoM means 'close by'

OpuH ciaoBapsb 3/1eChb, a Bce CJI0OBApU TaM.
One dictionary is here, but all the dictionaries are over there.

) cA0Bapkb (masc.) = CJI0OBAPH : «-b» —> «-H»

Bce razersl 371€Ch, O/{HA ra3era TaM.
All newspapers are here, one newspaper is there.

¢ razera (fem.) = razersl : «<-a» — «-bI»

Crapasa malnmHa 1 HOBbI€ MAIlINHBI.
The old car and new cars.

- MamuHa (fem.) = MalIMHBI : «-a» —> «-bI»

ITO He 3aHUA, 3TO TOJBKO OJHO 3/laHHUe.
Those are not buildings; it is just one building.

- 3maHue (neu.) = 3JAHUA : «-€» —> «-H»

1o rpyIiia, a 3To A0JI0KH.
That is a pear but those are apples.

1 A0JOKO (neu.) = AGJOKH : «-0» —> «-H»

IJTO ABEPU, a ITO OKHO.
Those are doors, and that is a window

¢ ABepsb (fem.) = ABEPH : «-b» — «-HM»

9TO ABEPH, a ITO OKHA.
That is a door and those are windows.

- OKHO (neu.) = OKHA : «-0» —> «-a»
1o obs1aKka, HEe TyMaH.

They are clouds, not fog.
) 06aKo0 (neu.) = o0IaKa : «-0» — «-a»
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Bort mi1aThb.
Here are the dresses.

- IIaThbe (neu.) = IJVIATHA : «-€» —> «-f»

My>»KUYUHbI BOH TaM.
The men are over there.
O MYsKYHMHa (masc.) = MY:KYHUHBI : «-a» = «-bI»

- BOH emphasises distance (over there).

Kenmmuusl 3/1ecCh.
The women are here.

- skeHIUHA (fem.) = KEHITUHBI : «-a» — «-bI»

ITO JIaMIIbI.
Those are lamps.

O mammna (fem.) = JIaMIbI : «-a» — «-bI»

JTO HEe UCTOPHUH.
These are not stories.
- ucropu (fem.) = HCTOPUH : «-UA» —> «-HH»

JTO MOpA, a He OKeaHbI.
They are seas, not oceans.

O- Mope (neu.) = MOPH : «-€» —> «-f»

Bort Te 3manus.
Here are those buildings.
O 34aHMe (neu.) = 34aHHUA : <-U€» — «-UA»

& Te means 'those’

U
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Other Russian learning
mobile apps

Declan Software also offers two more mobile Russian language learning apps:

Words: Language FlashCards

Learn 3400 of the most useful and common Russian words. Words are organised
by topic with high quality native speaker audio. Start by reviewing the words and
then jump into the exercises - multiple choice, spelling, listening and more.

Ofr40
# Download on the
¢ App Store

Phrases: Language Immersion

Immerse yourself in Russian using repetition, reinforcement, and memorization
to develop an intuitive feel for the language. The app features 1600 common
colloquial Russian phrases organised into topics and all with native speaker audio
pronunciation. Language acquisition is re-enforced with exercises that emphasise
reiterative exposure to each phrase, and most especially repeated exposure to the
phrase's pronunciation.

# Download on the

s App Store



