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A Bootstrap Korean

a TOPIC1

“ The verb ‘to be’ - 0|0]|2/0i2

Pattern: Noun + O|¥|2 or Noun + 0|2

The Korean verb O|C} means 'to be'. Its present tense forms are O|0f|2 & G| .

To say A is B we attach one of the two present tense forms of the verb to the
object noun B.

e We attach O|0f| 2 when the object noun ends with a consonant.
e We attach 0| 2 when the object noun ends with a vowel.

In the examples below the subject noun (A) — who or what is doing the verb - is
absent. This is common in Korean when it is obvious from the context.

EXAMPLES:

stdolof 2.
(I) am a student.
(OR-IPY (ends with the consonant ©) + 0|0]|& = &tA0|0|2

St means 'student’

AZ20l0f| K.

(It) is winter.

93 72 (ends with the consonant 2) + 0|0|2 = H 20|02
A& means 'winter'

Hagoloa.

(It) is Monday.

193 2 22 (ends with the consonant 2) + 0|02 = g2 20|0a
2 22 means 'Monday'

LI5S0 2.

(It) is a tree.

(o= (ends with the vowel T) + 0|2 = L}20|2

LI means 'tree'

1 Bookstrap



TOPIC 1 <+ The verb ‘to be’ - 0|0|2/0|2

FLio L.
(She) is (my) older sister.

%=L} (ends with the vowel |) + 0|2 = FLi0

@ YL} means 'a male's older sister'

ZojoL.

(It) is a river.
1 2t (ends with the consonant ©) + 0]0f|& => Zto|o|2

& 2t means 'river'

xial OlO-"Q_?
Is (it) chocolate?
O x3a (ends with the consonant A) + 0|0]|2 = XZ5l0|0|

& %22l means 'chocolate’

" Questions can be formulated in Korean by just using a pronounced upwards
inflection.

stdolojj2?
Is (he) a student?
10 3t (ends with the consonant ©) + 0|0f|2 => BtMo|0f|2
& 8t means 'student’
MZEolo L.
(He) is Seojun.
1 MZ (ends with the consonant L) + 0|0f| R => A Z0|0f|2
Q M2 is a common male name.
X[ofoil2?
Is (she) Jia?
L X|O} (ends with the vowel F) + Gl = X[oto|L

1 X|O} is a common female name.

%
.2
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A Bootstrap Korean

& TOPIC 2

<* The Topic marker - 2/=

Pattern: Noun + 2/&

In Korean, markers are attached to the end of words to convey their grammatical
function. The Topic marker 2 or £ is one such marker.

This marker is used to identify a noun that is the topic of a sentence and about
which general or habitual information is being given.

e Attach £ to a noun that ends with consonant.
e Attach = to a noun that ends with vowel.

Note that if the topic noun is a person‘s name and the name ends in a consonant,
then O| should be inserted before a marker or particle.

EXAMPLES:

OfHX|= MdEHolo.

(My) father is a teacher.
OIHX| (ends in the vowel | ) + == OIHX|=
OHHX| means 'father'

MMY means 'teacher’

s2 21290/ .
Today is Tuesday.

ro

Q& (ends with the consonant 2) + 2 > 2=
Q= means 'today’'
322 means "Tuesday'

HXHe ZEA0R?

Is the man a pilot?
LKt (ends with the vowel ) + &= HXt=
=X means 'man’

ZZ Al means 'pilot'

3 Bookstrap



TOPIC 2 +* The Topic marker - 2/=

0| A2 E0[0L.
This is a flower.
10 0|2 (ends with the consonant &) + & = 0|Z

& 0|2 means 'this thing'

o

&

means 'flower’

oj=elojoL.

The student is American.
&
&

St

=1 o

ro

ok
rlo

t

I (ends with the consonant ©) = &t
M means 'student’

ok

=

| =2l means "American person'

X[ot= st=0l0]0f 2.

Jia is Korean.

- X|of (name ends with the vowel } so don't add O|) + & = X|0t=
" X0} is a common female name

& 8291 means "Korean person'

MZEO|= g dolof|e?

Is Seojun a student?

" MZ (name ends with the consonant L so add 0| before the marker) + = = AZ0|=
T MZ is common female name

X[O}= SLiolR?

Is Jia (your) (males's older) sister?

T X|0} (name ends with the vowel } so don't add 0]) + = = X|op=
& =L} means 'older sister of a male'

¢t=20|= o= AlEHo|0f| 2.

Hanul is Korean.

0" 3t (name ends with the consonant 2) + 2 = $t20|=

Q- 812 is common female name
& ot} At means 'Korean person'

Korean Grammar 4



TOPIC 2 ++ The Topic marker - 2/=

Uo|= 57 dp0Q?
Is Kwangil a soccer player?

93 & (name ends with the consonant 2) + 2 = Z0|=
o]

Q- 22l is a common male name

O{HL|= 7tz AM0 2.
(My) mother is a nurse.

- 0L (ends with the vowel | ) + == 0{H{L|E&
& o|HL| means 'mother’

& 735 Al means 'nurse’

g2 o M0l 2.
(My) older brother is a baseball player.

93 ¥ (ends with the consonant ©) + 2 > g2
& & means 'older brother of a male'

& M4 means 'baseball player'

e aeojole.

Tomorrow is a Sunday.

0 L2 (ends with the consonant 2) + 2 = L{Y
& Y means "tomorrow’

& 2 QA means 'Sunday'

L= Ol AFEfol0l2?

Is (your) sister American?

O =Lt (ends with the vowel }) + £ = FLE=

& =L} means 'older sister of a male'

()
.
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A Bootstrap Korean

a TOPIC 3

* The Subject marker 0|/7} and Existence/Possession 2{C}

Pattern: Noun + O]/7} and the verb UC}

The verb UL} is used to express existence: 'to exist' or 'there is' . Or possession: 'to
have'.

QIC} (with the Ct ending) is its dictionary or infinitive form. When in a sentence,
it will conjugate depending on how it is used.

e For instance, in the present tense ULt becomes YO L.

The object noun that is said to exist or be possessed using ULt is typically
marked with the Subject marker O|/7}.

e Use 0] if the noun ends with a consonant sound;

e and use 7} if the noun ends with a vowel.

EXAMPLES:

F7t Ao L.

There is a mouse.
#F (ends in a vowel so use 7}) = F 7}
#| means 'mouse'
O}o|7} AN K.
(I) have a child.
O}O| (ends in a vowel so use 7}) = O}0| 7}t
OFO| means 'child’ or baby’
Zol Ao,
There is a river.
Z (ends in a consonant so use 0|) = Z0|

Z means 'river'

Korean Grammar



TOPIC 3 ++ The Subject marker 0|/7} and Existence/Possession AL}

HFE7F AL,

(I) have a computer.
0" 21 BE (ends in a vowel so use 7F) = HEE{7}

& ZZE| means 'computer’

40| Aoje?
Do (you) have an umbrella?
0 QAL (ends in a consonant so use 0]) = $4t0|

& QA means umbrella’

3o| Qoja.

There is a flower.

% 2 (ends in a consonant so use 0]) = 20|
& 2 means 'flower'

Li7} 910127

Is there a tree?

" LIS (ends in a vowel so use 7F) = LI}

& L}Z means 'tree’

AfZot Aojg.

(I) have an apple.
2 Ak} (ends in a vowel so use 7F) = AFnt7}

& A3} means 'apple’

DXL A0 K?

Does (he) have a hat?

Z* BX} (ends in a vowel so use 7F) = 2X}7}
& X} means hat'

&o| yoia.

There is a book.
G M (ends in a consonant so use 0]) = 20|

& M means 'book’

Bookstrap



TOPIC 3 <+ The Subject marker 0|/7} and Existence/Possession ALt

Ho| oje?
Do (you) have a pen?
7w (ends in a consonant so use 0|) = HIO|

Hl means 'pen’

Korean Grammar



A Bootstrap Korean

& TOPIC &

» The Subject marker 0|/7} and Absence 2iC}

Pattern: Subject + O|/7} and SIC}

The verb 2!t is used to express absence: 'to not have'. Or non-existence: 'to not
exist' or 'there isn't'.
It can be thought of as the opposite of ULt (to exist, to have)

e In the present tense 1} becomes 2101 L.

The thing that $1Ct designates as 'not possessed' or 'not existing' is marked with
the Subject marker 0| /7}.

In all these examples where there is only an object and the verb, it is unclear

whether the examples mean 'the object doesn’t exist' or '<someone> doesn't have
the object'. This must come from the context.

Also the number is ambiguous - whether 'l don't have one chair' (singular), or 'l
don't have a number of chairs' (plural) is ambiguous in these examples.

- Both of these issues will be solved in later topics.

EXAMPLES:

OXI7} gloi K.
There are no chairs. / (I) don't have a chair.

The subject could also be 'he doesn't have..' or 'she doesn't have..' etc. If the subject of
the verb is absent,it should be clear from the context of the discussion.

=0| glola.
(I) don’t have money. / There is no money.

=0/ gloj K.

There is no water. / (I) don’t have water.

= 1 \l
= Imeans water

S40| gloje?
Don't (you) have younger siblings?

S’ means 'younger sibling'

9 Bookstrap



TOPIC 4 <+ The Subject marker 0|/7} and Absence SiCt

Of X+ E17t glol L.

(I) don't have a girlfriend.
Xt £l means 'girlfriend'

aelo| glof .

There is no fruit. / (I) don't have fruit.
Y means 'fruit'

1717t glof K.

There is no meat. / (I) don't have meat.

17| means 'meat’

X717t gloi K.

There is no eraser. / (I) don't have an eraser.
X| 27l means 'eraser’

7| 20| gloje?

Don't (you) have (any) energy?
7|2 means 'strength’, 'vigor' or 'energy’

FLIZHEIO R,

(I) don't have a (male's) older sister.

Y=L} means 'elder sister of a male'

40| gloj .
(I) don't have an umbrella. / This is no umbrella.

Mol gloe.
There is no book. / (I) don't have a book.

o7t glolL.

(I) don't have kids. / There are no kids.

O means 'kids' or 'children' - a contaction of OFO]

Korean Grammar



TOPIC 4 <+ The Subject marker 0|/7} and Absence 8iCt

AlZto| glof .
(I) don't have time. / There is no time.

AlZt means 'time.

11
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A Bootstrap Korean

a TOPICS

* Subject - Object - Verb (SOV)

We have already seen that in Korean the verb typically comes at the end of a
sentence.

More generally the order of Korean sentences is <subject> <object> <verb>.
e The subject is what is doing the verb. For example: the person X|O} (Jia)
e The object is what the verb is acting on. (for example: & - 'a book")

e The verb is the doing or action word (for example: YHL - 'has' or'
possesses')

So the order is: <Jia> <book> <has> OR <X|O}> <¥> <02 >.

- And with the topic and subject markers: <X|O}=> <M0[> <QJ0{L>.

EXAMPLES:

X[ol= M Qo R,
Jia has a book.
X|0} (subject) + & (object) + YK (verb)
s Jh oie,
The student has a bag.
SH (subject) + 7F (object) + YK (verb)
7} means bag'
MMEH2 XS A R?
Does the teacher have a car?

MM (subject) + XFS XL (object) + UHLK (verb)

XS Xl means 'car'

Korean Grammar
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TOPIC 5 ++ Subject - Object - Verb (SOV)

MNEO|= HEHd gloj.
Seojun doesn't have a younger brother.
J MZE (subject) + S (object) + R0 L (verb)

& 454 means 'younger brother'

=2 12| gloe.

The bear doesn't have a tail.
o a (subject) + 12| (object) + R (verb)
& 2 means 'bear’
& 12| means 'tail
gxt= f4eloa.
The man doesn't have an umbrella.
- LR} (subject) + &t (object) + RIH K (verb)
& 24 means 'umbrella’
0= XA Ao{Q?
Does Gwangil have a bike?
- Z4elo| (subject) + XFEH (object) + UYHK (verb)
& XM means 'bike'
2HAH= T3} glolR.
The driver doesn't have a phone.
H A} (subject) + T2} (object) + 10K (verb)

FIO F|

Al means 'driver’

o
&
0 X3} mean 'phone’

O|AH2 £0[0|2.
This is a flower.
0 oA (subject) + 2 (object) + O|0|R (verb)

13 Bookstrap



TOPIC 5 +* Subject - Object - Verb (SOV)

St 2 St= ALEHO|0f| 2.
The student is Korean.

0 St (subject) + Bt=+ AF2f (object) + O|MIR (verb)

&
o

o= means 'Korea'

@ Al means "person’

E2 g=0l0/0L.
John is British.
0 E(s ubject) + =22l (object) + O|0IK (verb)

& &9l means 'British person'

L2 2edolda.

Tomorrow is a Friday.

(O[] (subject) + 22 (object) + O|0f|R (verb)
& 29 means 'Friday'

OfHX|= HS AL L.,
(My) father is a lawyer
- OHH K| (subject) + HHZ A} (object) + 0| (verb)

& HB AL means Tawyer'

%
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A Bootstrap Korean

a TOPICG

“* Pronouns - X, £2|, 3 and 114

In general, in Korean, we try to avoid using pronouns like 'me’, 'you' and 'they'
when context is sufficient.

But when required the pronoun can be used. However which pronoun we use
often depends on the level of politeness.

Common polite pronouns are:

e X| (I); This becomes X|7} when combined with the subject marker 7}
o X2 or 22| (we)

- Note that X 8] typically excludes the listener.

o Xtd| or ©4l (you). These are used when addressing people of higher status but
should be avoided if at all possible.

- Addressing and referring to people of higher status is complicated in Korean
and will be covered in a later topic.

e 11 (he / she); 3L (she); and & (they).

All these pronouns are commonly used with a topic marker (£ /&) or a subject
marker (0]/71).

EXAMPLES:

e o7] doja.
I am here.
07| means "here'

Note that in Korean one exists ()L} in a location rather than being (O|C}) at a
location.

K= o= Mgl L.

I am Korean.

JlH= oigh oo .
She is a college student.

CHEHY means 'university student’

15 Bookstrap



TOPIC 6 +* Pronouns - N, 22|, 1 and 14

X3g|= s AL L.
We are nurses.
2t Al means 'nurse'

?2|= gt do|o L.
We are students.

JE= HiR0 L.
He is an actor.
&= =0| glofe.
She doesn't have money.
JS2 M7io] glofR.
They don't have time.
2= 7|20] glo K.
We have no energy.
JHE= Ao L.
She's a doctor.
9| A} means 'doctor
N7t AtEo|0] 2.
I am the boss.
AN + 7= A7}
A% means 'boss' or 'director’

OS2 XA JA0K?
Don't they have bikes?

A= XA A0K?

Does she have a bike?

deHS A L.
He is a lawyer.

Korean Grammar



A Bootstrap Korean

a TOPIC 7

“* This and that: 0|, 1, and X

Pattern: 0|, 11 or X + Noun

Korean has three common demonstratives that correspond to 'this', 'that', and
'that over there'.

e X (that) for an object over there, far from both the speaker and listener.

e O] (this) for an object close to the speaker.

e _1 (that) for an object closer to the listener than the speaker.

English.

EXAMPLES:

17

O] g2 7ol Ao K.
This student has a bag.

N M4 Kt loje?

Does that teacher have a car?

3 2= HEY glog.

That girl doesn't have a younger sibling.

X &2 127} glola.
That (distant) bear doesn't have a tail.

O] EXt= 40| glojg.
This man doesn't have an umbrella.

O] 22 HzZiMo|o .
This flower is red.
WM means 'red’

O st 2 ot=210]0f K.
That student is Korean.

- 1 is also used when the speaker has already mentioned the object. Like 'the' in

Bookstrap



TOPIC 7 <+ This and that: 0], 1, and X

X HX= Hz Ao,

That (unseen) man is a lawyer

X XIstE2 9 ot oK.

That (distant) subway station is very far away.

O} means 'very' or 'extremely’
L} means 'to be distant' or 'to be far away'

X A2 B3 elolo|R?

Is that (distant) person a Korean?

A

%
LN

Korean Grammar
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A Bootstrap Korean

a TOPIC 8

“* The verb ‘to not be’ - OfL|C}

Pattern: Noun + OfL|0f|2

The opposite to the verb O|C} (to be) is OIL|CF (to not be).

- OFL|C} takes the present tense form OfL| 0| .

The subject of the verb OIL|C} nearly always takes the subject marker O|/7}.

And unlike O|C}, the verb OFL|C} is detached from the subject (and its subject
marker).

Note that the exclamation 'no' is OFL| 2 and not O}L|0]| 2.

EXAMPLES:

X = gdol otL|ol .
I am not a student.

O}%| 6{E0] ofL| 0l 2.
(It) is not yet summer.
O}E| means 'yet' or 'still'. When combined with a negative it means 'not yet'.
S2 o] otL|o?
Is today not Sunday?
UL means 'Sunday'

Al = FLE7LotL ol 2.
She is not (my) older sister.

E27}otL oL,
(Tt) is not a road.

I = means 'road’
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TOPIC 8 <+ The verb ‘to not be’ - OfL|Ct

T A2 eh=210] ot 0| R?
Isn't that person Korean?
Ab2F means 'person'
LHY2 do] ofL|ofl L.
Tomorrow is not (my) birthday.
LA means 'tomorrow’

M means 'birthday'

21 5= Zaotof oK.
That's not the right place.

2= means 'right' or 'correct’
H A means 'place’;

Ofx|7} Orzr&lo] ofL|oL?
Isn't yesterday the deadline?
O1X| means 'yesterday'

Ot means 'day of the deadline'

OtHX| = 414 0| otL| ol L.

(My) father is not a teacher.

=2 30| ofL 0 K.
Today is not Tuesday.

"xts ZF Aol of| .

The man a not pilot?

O= HdEo| ot o L.

He is not a/the teacher.

A= eaelo] otolL.

She is not Japanese.

0| ofL|0f| K.

(This) is a not flower.

Korean Grammar



TOPIC 8 <+ The verb ‘to not be’ - OtL|C}

21

g2 0|=210] oL ofl K.

The student is not American.

X|of= gt=210] ofL| 0 £.

Jia is not Korean.

MEO|= of4o] ot of|2?

Is Seojun a not student?

X|Ok= 0{S40] OfLtolR?

Is Jia not (your) (male's older) sister?

22 dZelo] ofL oK.
Hanul is not Japanese.

0|2 FTMAT} otLo)R?

Is Kwangil not a soccer player?

O{HL|= Zt= At7} ofL| 0] 2.

(My) mother is not a nurse.

"2 oft 47t Ot ol K.

(My) older brother is not a baseball player.

LE2 YQYo| ofLo .
Today is not Sunday.

oS4 o|22lo] ofL|oR?
Is (your) (younger) sister not American?

A

O
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A Bootstrap Korean

aTOPICS

“* The location of existence - the particle 0|

Pattern: Noun + Of

When specifying the location of existence ({CI or absence (S1El we attach the
locative particle Ol to the location/place noun.

- This particle is analogous to 'at', 'in' or 'on'.

As we will see later, this particle also means 'to' when used with verbs of motion.

In Korean when talking about position or location, we do not use the verb 'to be'
(O|CH or 'to not be' (OFL|CH but rather then verbs 'to exist' (2L} or 'to not exist'
(ACh.

- So in Korean a thing 'exists' or 'does not exist' at a location rather than 'is' or 'is
not' at a location.

EXAMPLES:

3 A of| LIR 7t Ao K.
There is a tree on that hill.

AHY means hill'
O] wAlof 240 Ao,
There is a desk in this classroom.
14 means 'classroom’
S| 271 A0 K.
There is a fountain in the park.
S¥ means "park’
=4 means 'fountain'
Oz 27} glol .
There are no potatoes in the supermarket.
#+IHO} means 'supermarket’

Z Xt means "potato’

Korean Grammar
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TOPIC 9 ++ The location of existence - the particle 0|

23

Sh=2 OtA[oto] AN L.

Korea is in Asia.
OFA|OF means 'Asia’

Hyunsoo is now at school.
Frloj= sifHof| Ao{Q?
Is Youngmin on the beach?
' means beach’
ojL|= HEo A0 K.
Mother is at the hospital.

B & means 'hospital’

e ol Ao .
I am at home.

%l means 'home' or 'house'

ohetit2 JF20f Ao 2.
Mt. Halla is on Jeju Island.

LIEMS X|0j| 210{R7?

o= d

Isn't (your) younger brother at home?
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A Bootstrap Korean

& TOPIC10

*+* Korean Verbs - The Infinitive

Pattern: Verb stem + Ct

The infinitive or dictionary form of Korean verbs comprises the verb stem and
the infinitive ending C}.

e So the verb O|C} (to be) has the stem O] and the ending C}

e And the verb OFL|C} (to not be) has the stem OfL| and the ending Ct

e And the verb UL} (to exist, to have) has the stem Q) and the ending C}

e And the verb 8C} (to not exist, to not have) has the stem 81 and the ending C}

This topic lists a bunch of common verbs in their infinitive form.

The notes include information about each verb that determines how the verb
conjugates into its present (covered in the next topic) and other tense forms.

EXAMPLES:

XtCt
to sleep
stem A} + ending C}

verb stem final letter and final vowel is |

7tCt
to go
stem 7} + ending C}
verb stem final letter and final vowel is }
StCt
to sit, to sit down
stem € + ending C}

verb stem final letter is a consonant, final vowel is }

Korean Grammar
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TOPIC 10 <+ Korean Verbs - The Infinitive

HLC}
to look
D stem H + ending C}

% verb stem final letter and final vowel is -

ort
to come
D stem @ + ending C}

% verb stem final letter and final vowel is -

ofxC}

to be sick

F stem OFI + ending C}

% verb stem final letter and final vowel is —
oS &t

to be beautiful

T stem OFSE + ending C}

% verb stem final letter is H

Xttt

to be cold
9 stem X1 + ending C}

% verb stem final letter is H

CI®Ct

to be dirty

T stem CIE + ending C}

% verb stem final letter is H
f4ct
to be heavy
D stem 24 + ending C}

' verb stem final letter is H

25
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TOPIC 10 +* Korean Verbs - The Infinitive

YSICt

to work

T stem U3t + ending C}
 this is 8FC} verb

2esict
to study
Q

- stem 253} + ending Ct

X

 this is SFC} verb
-2t

to sing

% stem =28t + ending Ct
" this is 8}t verb
EFiC}

to gallop

% stem HZE3} + ending Ct
' this is 8}t verb
g5t

to swim

D stem £t + ending C}
% this is 3C} verb
2&otct

to exercise

D stem 258t + ending C}
J this is SIC} verb
25t

to drive

' stem 288t + ending Ct

F this is SIC} verb
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TOPIC 10 <+ Korean Verbs - The Infinitive

72 X|C}t

to teach

 stem 7 [2X| + ending C}
1 this is FCt verb

Sha2|ct
torun
D stem 2| + ending C}

g

93 verb stem final letter and final vowel is |

L2|C}
to be slow

D stem =2] + ending C}

E

93 verb stem final letter and final vowel is |

At
to bark

T stem &l + ending C}

geelct
to be tasty

D stem QL + ending C}

Y verb stem final letter is a consonant, final vowel is |

& Ot means 'taste’

AC}
to stand
% stem M + ending C}

93 verb stem final letter and final vowel is 1

i .Ch
to learn

D stem HIS + ending C}

% verb stem final letter and final vowel is T

‘'z

27

Y verb stem final letter is a consonant, final vowel is |
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TOPIC 10 <+ Korean Verbs - The Infinitive

uct

to fight
' stem M + ending C}

3 verb stem final letter and final vowel is T

A

%
.2
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Other Korean learning
mobile apps

Declan Software also offers two more mobile Korean language learning apps:

Words: Language FlashCards

Learn 6,200 of the most useful and common Korean words. Words are organised
by topic with high quality native speaker audio. Start by reviewing the words and
then jump into the exercises - multiple choice, spelling, listening and more.

[m] 3 [m]
#Z Download on the
¢ App Store

Phrases: Language Immersion

Immerse yourself in Korean using repetition, reinforcement, and memorization to
develop an intuitive feel for the language. The app features 1,400 common
colloquial Korean phrases organised into topics and all with native speaker audio
pronunciation. Language acquisition is re-enforced with exercises that emphasise
reiterative exposure to each phrase, and most especially repeated exposure to the
phrase's pronunciation.

# Download on the

S App Store



